e Hence a practice of keeping
leprosy as a differential
diagnos is always beneficiary
for the patient

Source of infection

e Leprosy may transmit from
one person to others through
aerosols, breathing, sneezing

e Bacteria causing leprosy is
Mycobacterium leprae

e Leprosy usually affects the
skin & nerves

Treatment
e Leprosy is a curable disease

e |f leprosy is suspected
immediate consultation with
dermatologist or doctor
specializing in leprosy at
nearest health centre should
be done

e Prompt & proper treatment
can prevent further
transmission & also prevent
complication

e There are centre which
specializeinleprosy & provide
case for the rehabilitation of
leprosy patient.
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Leprosy or

Hansen’s Disease

e LeprosyorHansen’sdisease
iscausedbybacterianamed
Mycobacterium leprae

e |t commonly affects the
skin and the nerves

Types:

e Multibacillary: more than
5 skin lesions and more
infectious

e Paucibacillary: less than 5
skin lesions, infectious but
lesser than paucibacillary

Symptoms

e Asymptomatic skin lesions:
not painful, non-tender, no
sweating

e Lesion maybe macule,
papule, nodule etc.

e decreased or no sensation:
over the lesion &/or limbs
causing wounds and burns

e Leprosy lesion may mimic
any type of skin lesion
hence is known as one of
the best mimickers in skin
disease

e |t can look like fungal,
bacterial, allergic infection



